
C A R - T Cell Therapy and the ICU 
Tuesday 11th June 2019 

Cavendish Conference Centre, 22 Duchess Mews, Marylebone, London 

Organisers: EuroCARTForce 

Chair: Dr Victoria Metaxa, Intensivist, King’s College Hospital, London 
 
Cellular immunotherapy with T cells genetically engineered to express chimeric antigen receptors (CARs) 
is emerging as a promising new treatment modality for an increasing range of haematological cancers.  As 
adoptive T-cell therapies become more widely used, recognition of their unique toxicities is of the utmost 
importance; the majority of these events can be classified as mild or moderate, but severe and life-
threatening complications requiring ICU admission also occur. The two most commonly observed toxicities 
with CAR-T-cell therapies are cytokine-release syndrome (CRS), characterized by high fever, hypotension, 
hypoxia, and/or multiorgan toxicity; and an immune effector cell-associated neurotoxicity syndrome 
(ICANS) may manifest as delirium, encephalopathy, aphasia, lethargy, difficulty concentrating, agitation, 
tremor, seizures and, rarely, cerebral oedema. Rare cases of fulminant haemophagocytic lymphohistio-
cytosis (HLH) and immune-mediated multiorgan failure, have also been reported. 
 
We would like to invite you to support the first CAR-T in ICU meeting, where we will focus on:  

• The pathophysiology 

• Symptoms associated with treatment 

• Management of side effects in ICU 

• Experience from different European centres  

• Recognition of deteriorating patients 

• Admission thresholds 

• Initial ICU management 

• Escalating management of toxicities  

 
The difficulties in reaching a definite diagnosis 
and the nuances of differentiating between sepsis, ARDS, CNS infection or another intracranial pathology 
will also be explored.  

 
The validity of different tests 
The role of different specialties 
in assisting in the achieving a definite diagnosis will be discussed in a multi-specialty forum.  

 
Debate 
the uncertainties around the current grading system, the available treatment options and the long-term 
outcomes. The event is designed to promote the exchange of experience between different CAR-T centres, 
generate debate and encourage research opportunities. 
 

REGISTRATION FEES: 
Consultants: £100 + VAT (£120)     Trainees or Nurses: £80 + VAT (£96) 

Register online at www.hartleytaylor.co.uk 

ENQUIRIES: meetings@hartleytaylor.co.uk or telephone 01565 621967 

 

http://www.hartleytaylor.co.uk/

